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Winch lately 


A Dreadful Account of a moſt 


ribie Earthquake, 


happened in 


| _ | ; ' I 
=_— 1 A _ L Y: 
Wherein Thirty Seven great Cities and Towns were totally 


Deſtroy'd, and One Hundred and Twenry Thouſand of 
Men, Women, and Children Perithed, 6. 


"Tu 


In a Leiter from the Conſul of Meſſina's Secretary. 
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Lowing Brother, 

H E Subject of my preſent Writing car- 
puts 2 Trembling into the very Hand 
that guides the Pen: The fad Relation 

been equalled in any Records or Hiſtory of the 
World, and I hope never will, the Calanuty in- 
. very melancholy Narratives of the late Diſmal 
Earthquakes in Famaica; but, alas, that Viſttati- 
rer Hand of Heaven felt amongſt us in this Part 
of the World. As to the Earthquakes that gave 
thoſe were {o inconſiderable, as to be ſcarce Sha- 
dows, little more than a Name. 
Miles from Rome, and not far from the Mount 
ZFEtaa, on the firſt Inſtant there happened an 
been left ſtanding in the v hole City, but, together 
with the Churches and Covents of Fryers and 
one Heap of Rubbiſh, in which near 20 Thouſand 
People periſhed, there r-maining not above x 500 
for above one third of the Number were either 
miſerably Torn and Mangled, or otherwiſe Hurt 
The City Seragu/a Anguſtahas participated in the 
like bitter Viat of God's Judgment, being in like 
equal Fataliry and Deſtruction of the miſcrable 
Inhabitants, having ooly Five Hundred and odd 
ny other 'Town and Villages have proportionably 
oaned under the fame deſtroying Vengeance : 
have been all Torn in ſunder, and ſuch diſmal 
Marks are left behind, that the whole Face of the 
Contuſion. . In fine, it is altogether ſo hideous a 
Scene, that no Words can expreſs nor Pen deſcribe | 
on, the greateſt part of thoſe Remains of us, that 
| God in his particular Mercy has been pleaſed to 


ern 
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| and Ciries ( as no longer capable to ſhelter them ) 
in Hurts and Booths ſo:newhat like your Bartholo- 
mew Fair. 

But in all theſe deplorable Objedts before our 
Eyes, and the {till frightful Remembrance behind 
us, we have Reaſon to bleſs God that the leaſt 
Portion of this Milery fell to our Share in this Ct- 
ty Meſa, compared with the more hideous Ru- 
ines and ſuffering Neighbours round about us ; tor 
we had that particular Providence to have only a- 
bout 40 Houſes intirely deſtroyed, and about 30 
People Killed, . though indeed we have ſcarce a 
Houſe in the whole Town that has not 1n ſome 
Meaſure been Shattered and Torn. 

After the Violence of our Conſternation was fo 
far abated, as to give us leave to examine and 
compute the univerſal Loſs, we have had a Liſt 


| of 37 Cities and Towns which have been wholly 


Ruined by this Earthquake, and above 120000 
People periſh'd; beſides feveral Thouſands al 
Languiſhing, Maimed and Cripples. 

But toqunt ſo deplorable a Theme, and Return 
Thanks to Heaven for my own Preſervation, II 
ſhall conclude, by telling.you, that God willing, 
[ſhall be very ſpeedily with you, this whole Iſland 


ſelf Happy in my Deliverance from ſo Diſmal and 
Deſolate a Wilderneſs, &c. 


Meſſina, Jan. 20. : 
a2 169;, In Italy. 


Your eyer Loving Brother 


W. B. 


PosTSCier. 


Hs aboveſaid Account was ſent 
_ in a letter, from the Secretary to 


Mr. Thomas Chamberlin, Conſul for 


And if any Perſon deſires any further Sa- 
 tisfaGion, let bim Repair to the Printer of 
this Relation, in whoſe Hands js the Ori- 


rics that Horrour and Amazement, as 

I have to make you, perhaps hath - not hitherto 
deed being unexpreſſable. Tis rrue, we have had 
on* as been infinitely Inferior to the much ſeve- 
you ſome ſmall Fright in Eng/and and Flanders, 
For Inſtance, at a City call'd Cattaua about 60. 

' Earthquake fo Violent, that not one Houſe has 
Nuns, all levelled to the Ground, and buried in 
Souls alive, and thoſe not all intirely Eſcaping, 
and Damaged. 

manner intirely and utterly Deſtroyed, with an 
People faved out of above 22000. A. great ma- 
Nay, the very Rocks throughout the whole Iſland 
Country is little lefs than one continued Chaos and 
it. Toſum up our general Mifery and Deſolati- 
Spare, arc forced to lie abroad out of the Towns 


| gznal Letter. 
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| being now ſo ruined a Place, that I ſhall eſteem my ' 


Their Majeſties of Great Britain at Meſſina. 
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